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The Bulletin 
This monthly bulletin includes recent changes to our medical policies, 
reimbursement policies and Clinical Position Statements. It is a supplement to 
our bimonthly provider newsletter, Provider News. Note: Medication and dental 
policy updates are published in Provider News. 
 
Our provider website includes monthly summaries of changes to our 
reimbursement and medication policies, pre-authorization requirements, 
Administrative Manual and programs or incentives that may impact your office. 
   

Medical policies 
Disclaimer: View the terms and conditions of using our Medical Policy Manual. 
 
Changes effective September 1, 2021  
Genetic Testing 

• Identification of Microorganisms Using Nucleic Acid Probes (#85) 
o Removed nucleic acid testing for G. vaginalis from the policy 

COVID-19 vaccines 
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has approved the first COVID-19 
vaccine.  

The vaccine has been known as the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine, and 
will now be marketed as Comirnaty, for the prevention of COVID-19 disease in 
individuals 16 and older.  

The vaccine also continues to be available under emergency use authorization, 
including for individuals ages 12 to 15 and for the administration of a third dose in 
certain immunocompromised individuals.  

View our COVID-19 Vaccine Toolkit.  

Get the latest 
Visit our website frequently for COVID-19 updates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
 
 
 
 

https://www.bridgespanhealth.com/provider/library/newsletters
https://www.bridgespanhealth.com/provider/library/monthly-change-summary
http://www.policy.bridgespanhealth.com/
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-additional-vaccine-dose-certain-immunocompromised
https://www.bridgespanhealth.com/provider/library/whats-new/covid-19-vaccine-toolkit
https://www.bridgespanhealth.com/provider/library/whats-new/covid-19
https://www.bridgespanhealth.com/provider/library/whats-new/covid-19-testing


Laboratory 
• Laboratory Tests for Heart, Kidney, and Lung Transplant Rejection (#51) 

o Revised policy title; previous title was Laboratory Tests for Heart and 
Kidney Transplant Rejection 

o Added heart and lung transplant as investigational indications for the 
use of peripheral blood measurement of dd-cfDNA 

 
Medicine 

• Gender Affirming Interventions for Gender Dysphoria (#153) 
o Changed the length of prior hormone therapy and time living in a 

role congruent with the patient’s identity from 12 months to 6 
months, consistent with the DSM-5 

o Removed Criterion I.A.2. regarding the patient’s capacity to make 
fully informed decisions, as this is addressed with the mental health 
professional’s criterion 

• Skin Lesion Imaging and Spectroscopy (#174) 
o New policy addressing investigational skin lesion evaluation 

technologies 
 
Surgery 

• Radiofrequency Ablation (RFA) of Tumors Other than Liver (#92) 
o Added new medically necessary criteria for RFA for symptomatic 

uterine fibroids 
 
Changes effective December 1, 2021  
Surgery 

• Ventral Hernia Repair (#12.03) 
o Updating the criteria to state component separation technique may 

be considered medically necessary in the repair of midline 
abdominal wall defects, including ventral and incisional hernias, 
when they are greater than or equal to 10 centimeters in width 

o Adding a description of the component separation technique to the 
Policy Guidelines section and a coding note to the Policy Criteria 

 

Join our medical policy discussion 
We welcome your input and feedback as we draft our medical policies. Join our 
email reviewer list. While we prefer to receive input as policies are developed, we 
also have a formal process that allows you to submit additional information, such 
as clinical trial results, that may warrant a policy review.  
 
Recent updates and archived medical policies 
Recent updates and archived medical policies may include revisions that will be 
published in the next issue of The Bulletin. 

https://www.policy.bridgespanhealth.com/contact/index.html
https://www.policy.bridgespanhealth.com/contact/index.html
https://www.policy.bridgespanhealth.com/update/index.html


Reimbursement policies 
Disclaimer: View the terms and conditions of using our Reimbursement Policy 
Manual. 
 
Changes effective September 1, 2021  
Surgery 

• Hiatal Hernia Repair/Gastropexy When Performed With Major Surgical 
Procedures (#104) 

o Removed CPT 43283 and 43338 from list of major esophagogastric 
procedures 

 
Changes effective December 1, 2021 
Administrative 

• Virtual Care (#132)   
o Adding information that procedure codes that are only for virtual 

services if not billed with place of service (POS) 02 and appropriate 
modifier (GT or GQ) are not reimbursable and will deny; applies to 
all dates of service  

o Adding information that originating site facility fee HCPCS Q3014 is 
not reimbursable and will deny if: not billed with revenue code 0780, 
there is no distant site telehealth visit or the distant site telehealth 
visit is not performed in a health care facility; applies to all dates of 
service 

  
Verify your provider information 
Providing up-to-date and accurate information about the providers in each of our 
networks is critical for our members to access care and a compliance 
requirement for the Affordable Care Act (ACA). 
 
Validating provider directory content 
Please follow these steps to review the information about your practice every 30 
days. Please respond timely to any requests from us for verification of your 
directory data. 
 
If your clinic or facility submits provider rosters to us, please submit changes, 
corrections, additions or terminations immediately so we can update our 
directories as soon as possible. Your roster must be validated and reviewed 
in its entirety at least once per quarter. 
 
We appreciate your assistance in keeping information about your practice up to 
date. 
 

https://www.bridgespanhealth.com/provider/library/policies-guidelines/reimbursement-policy/disclaimer
https://www.bridgespanhealth.com/provider/contact-us/update-your-information


Share your feedback 
We'd love to hear from you. Rate this edition and leave us a comment. 

Share feedback 
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